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unknown mother, was married, at the age of fifteen years,
to Don Giovandrea Cesarini, scion of a Roman Baronial
house of Imperial origin. The same year, on the sixteenth
of August, the Lord Xystus P.P. IV named Cardinal Ro-
drigo administrator of all benefices that should be con-
ferred upon Don Cesare (detto Borgia) until the latter
reached the age of fourteen years. There is a second brief
of this date from "Xystus, Bishop, Servant of the servants
of God, to His beloved son Master Cesare (de Borgia),"
naming the child Canon of Valencia and "Our Notary";
little bits of preferment producing sufficient revenues for
his education. These three briefs relating to Don Cesare,
are found in the Secret Archives of the Dukes of Osuna
and Infantado, whose line was extinguished in 1882 at
the death of Don Mariano (v. suggested genealogical
tree).
In 1484 died the Lord Xystus P.P. IV, and the Genoese
Cardinal Cibo ascended the papal throne under the title
cl the Lord Innocent P.P. VIII.
During the six and twenty years that had elapsed be-
tween the death of the Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill and the
accession of the Lord Innocent P.P. VIII, the position of
the Vicechancellor-Cardinal Rodrigo considerably was
changed. Then, he was a young man with only two friends;
a junior Cardinal-Deacon surrounded by a host of ene-
mies. Now he was in his ripe maturity, senior member of
the Sacred College, Dean of the Cardinal-Bishops, Vice-
chancellor of the Church, powerful enough to be able to
command as many friends as he might choose to have—and
rich enough to buy; rich beyond the richest of that rich
age, from the revenues of his numerous benefices; and in
rank second only to the Pope Himself. To such a man,
with the paramount ambition and magnificence of Cardinal

